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Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Reginald  C.  Haycock,  A.R.S.I.,  A.M.Inst.  H.E. 


Clerk  :  Miss  Brenda  Kerfoot. 
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Council  Offices, 
Rainford, 


August,  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rainford  Urban  District  Council. 


Mrs.  O’Connor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  60th  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  Rainford,  being  the  Report  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1950. 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  health  of  the  community  has  remained  satisfactory 
during  the  year. 

The  death  rate  of  10.9  was  slightly  above  that  for  the  previous  year, 
but  was  below  the  rate  of  England  and  Wales  (11.6). 

The  birthrate  continues  to  decrease,  the  rate  being  14.3  per  1,000 
compared  with  15.8  per  1,000  for  the  previous  year,  the  rate  is  also  below 
that  for  England  and  Wales  (15.8). 

The  death  rate  among  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  (Infant 
Mortality  Rate)  was  34  for  1,000  Live  Births,  this  is  only  a  slight  increase 
on  the  rate  for  1949. 

There  was  a  reduced  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  owing  to  a  reduced 
number  of  Notifications  of  Measles  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

I  am  again  happy  to  report  that  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  was  notified,  I 
am  also  happy  to  report  again  that  the  Maternal  Mortality  rate  was  Nil,  and 
no  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  occurred  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

F.  W.  BUNTING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres .  5,877 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1950  .  4,042 

Population — Census,  1931  .  3,494 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according  to  Rate  Books  1,205 

Rateable  Value  .  £19,138 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  .  £79/14/10 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population — Registrar-General’s  estimate,  mid- 1950. 


Live  births- 


Illegitimate 


Total 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

56 

22 

34 

2 

1 

1 

58 

23 

35 

;o . 

. Crude 

14.3 

Adjusted  13.8 


Total.  M.  F. 

Deaths  .  44  17  27 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population . Crude  10.9 

Adjusted  11.6 


Maternal  Mortality — 

Death  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  Nil 

Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  34 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  36 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  Nil 

Neo  Natal  Mortality — 

Deaths  on  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  2 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  .  34 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  1950  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole,  and  for  certain  groups  of  Towns. 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 

and  Case  rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1950.  Provisional 

figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Per  1 

000  of  estimated  population 

Maternal 
Mortality  Rate 

Population 
For  birth¬ 
rate 

For  death- 
rate 

Mean  of  5  y 
1945-1949 

Live 

birth¬ 

rate 

Crude 

death- 

rate 

Death- 
rate 
from 
tubercu¬ 
losis  of 
respiratory 
system 

Death 

rate 

from 

Cancer 

Per  1,000 

live 

births 

Per  1,000 
total 
(Live 
and  still) 
births 

Rate  of 
deaths 
under 
one  year 
per  1 ,000 
live- 
births 

►4042 

ears, 

19.1 

11.6 

0.21 

1.39 

5.59 

5.42 

50 

Year  1949 

15.8 

9.3 

Nil 

1.00 

Nil 

Nil 

32 

Year  1950 

f  14.3 

*10.9 

0.49 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

34 

Increase  or  de¬ 
crease  in  1 950  on 
— 5  years’  average 

1945-1949 

-4.8 

-0.7 

+0.28 

-5.59 

-5.42 

—16 

Previous  year 

-1.5 

f  1-6 

+0.49 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

t2 

*  1950  adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor  1.07) — 1 1.6  per  1,000. 
f  1950  adjusted  birth-rate  (comparability  factor  0.96) — 13.8  per  1,000. 


Internal  List  No.  and  cause 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births. 

Rates  per  million  women 
aged  15-44. 

International  List  No.  and  cause 
651  Abortion  with  sepsis . 

0.09 

7 

650-652  Other  Abortion 

0.05 

4 

640-649,  670-678  Complication  of 
Pregnancy  and  Delivery  . 

0.54 

681  Sepsis  of  childbirth  and  the 

0.03 

680,  682-689  Other  complications  of 
the  puerperium 

0.15 

— 

(a)  per  1 ,000  related  live  births. 
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England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Borough  and 
Great  Towns 
(including 
London) 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident) 
pop.  25,000- 
50,000  at 
1931  Census) 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

Rates  per  1 , 

000  Civilian  P 

opulation 

Births 

Live  Births  . 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

17.8 

Still  Births . 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.36 

Deaths 

All  causes  . 

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

11.8 

Tvphoul  and  paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  . 

0.36 

0.42 

0.33 

0.39 

Influenza  . 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.07 

Smallpox  . 

_ 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

pohoemcephahtis  . 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia  . 

0.46 

0.49 

0.45 

0.48 

Notifications  (corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.23 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3.21 

Diphtheria . 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Erysipelas  . 

0.17 

0.19 

0.16 

0.17 

Smallpox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

_ 

Measles  . 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

6.57 

Pneumonia  . 

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.50 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ( including 

polioencephalitis)  Paralytic  . 

0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.08 

Non-paralytic  . 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

Food  poisoning . 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

Rates  per  1 , 

000  Live  Birt 

hs. 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age  . 

29.8  (a) 

33.8 

29.4 

26.3 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under 

2  years  of  age  . 

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

1.0 

Rates  per  1 , 

900  total 1 ' ' 

and  still  Birth 

s 

Notifications  corrected 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia 

5.81 

7.43 

4.33 

6.03 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

There  have  been  no  major  changes  in  the  General  Health  Services 
during  the  year. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic  which  are  run  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council,  continue  to  be  much  appreciated  by  Mothers 
in  Rainford,  and  are  well  attended. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  St.  Helens  Corporation  by  agreement  and 
the  supply  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

All  the  houses  in  Rainford  are  supplied  from  the  mains  with  the  exception 
of  five  supplied  by  wells. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Sewerage  arrangements  since  the 
previous  year. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Type  Number 

Pails  .  49 

Wet  Closets  with  Ashpits  .  210 

Dry  Ashpits  .  2 

Ashbins  moveable  .  1000 


Public  Cleansing. 

No  alterations  in  the  system  of  public  cleansing  has  taken  place  during 
the  year. 

Ashpit  Privy  Conversions. 

During  the  year  5  privy  closets  were  converted  to  fresh  W.Cs.  This 
leaves  approximately  210  to  be  converted. 

Shops. 

The  Shops  Act,  1934  and  Shops  Act,  1950,  relating  to  Ventilation  and 
Temperature  of  Shops,  and  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  are  administered  by 
the  Urban  District  Council. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  40  Dwelling  Houses  were  inspected  for  Housing 
defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts,  this  entailed  60  inspections. 
40  Dwelling  Houses  were  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
during  the  year.  Overcrowding  is  in  evidence  throughout  the  District  owing 
to  shortage  of  houses,  and  there  is  also  a  number  of  old  houses  which  would 
be  considered  for  demolition  but  for  the  existence  of  the  present  shortage 
of  houses. 

20  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and  a  scheme  of  30  houses 
and  6  Bungalows  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  further  36  houses  is  contemplated  in  the  near  future. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply. 

Time  and  attention  is  devoted  to  this  important  subject  with  a  view  to 
providing  and  maintaining  a  pure  and  safe  milk  supply. 

Inspections  of  Premises  to  ensure  a  pure  and  safe  milk  supply  was 
continued  during  the  year. 

On  the  31st  December  1949,  the  following  were  on  the  Register  : — 

5  persons  as  Cowkeepers  and  wholesale  purveyors  of  milk; 

13  persons  as  Cowkeepers  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk; 

2  persons  as  purveyors  of  milk. 

Communal  Feeding. 

The  Cooking  Centre  in  Alfred  Street,  has  been  inspected  and  found  to 
be  constantly  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Meat  Inspections.  There  was  no  Slaughter 
Houses  in  operation  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901,  AND  FACTORIES 

ACT,  1937  AND  1948. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  number  of  factories  and  workshops 
within  the  district  since  last  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  the  year  1950  the  total  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  received  in  this  Department,  was  15. 

Whooping  Cough. 

9  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year,  1  less  than 
last  year. 

Measles. 

1  case  of  Measles  was  notified  during  the  year,  a  remarkable  decrease 
on  last  year  which  was  86. 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  this  absence  of 
cases  can  be  attributed  to  the  high  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  the 
area. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Acute  Pneumonia. 

3  cases  of  acute  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Dysentery. 

1  case  of  Dysentery  was  notified  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  received 
during  the  year. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1950 


Age  Periods— Years 


Total 

NOTIFIABLE  cases 
DISEASES  at  all 


at  an 

ages  j  0-  1-]  3—  5-  10- 


15- 


65  and  Age 
25 — j  45 — ]  over  |  unknown 


Smallpox . 

Diphtheria  (Inclu¬ 
ding  membranous 

croup)  . 

Scarlet  fever  . 

Enteric  or  typhoid 
fever  (excluding 

paratyphoid) . 

Paratyphoid  fever  ... 
Measles  (excluding 

rubella)  . 

Whooping  Cough  . j  9 

Acute  pneumonia 
(primary  and 

Influenzal)  .  3 

Puerperal  pyrexia  !  1 

Cerebro-spmal  fever  — 
Acute  poliomyelitis  — 
Acute  polio-encepha¬ 
litis  . 

Acute  encephalitis 

lethargica  . 

Dysentery  . | 

Ophthalmia  neone 

torum  . . . 

Erysipelas  . 

f  Contracted 
Malaria  •{  in  Eng¬ 
land  and 
Wales 

Food  poisoning . 

Any  other  disease 
notifiable  in  the 
District  e.g., 

chicken  pox  . 

Any  other  disease 
(specify) . 


2  ■  1 


1  — 


15 


3  I 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

As  we  reported  last  year  the  reponsibility  of  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  passed  to  the  Local  Divisional  Health  Committee  in  July,  1948, 
as  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Divisional  Officer.  No  change  of 
procedure  has  occurred  and  a  vigorous  campaign  continues  to  be 
carried  out  to  encourage  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised. 

During  the  year  63  children  completed  the  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation,  there  was  also  9  Boosters. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  new  cases  of  both  forms  of  the 
disease,  together  with  the  deaths  therefrom.  The  figures  include  all  primary 
cases  and  other  cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Prior  to  the  8th  July,  1948,  the  scheme  for  the  prevention  and  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Administrative  County  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council.  Following  the  inception  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1948,  treatment  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Liverpool 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Dispensary  for  Tuberculosis  Patients  in  the  Rainford  District  is 
in  Hardshaw  Street,  St.  Helens. 

Full  co-operation  exists  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  covering  the 
Rainford  Area. 


Wood.  Wesiworth  &  Co..  Ltd..  St.  Helens. 


1 


f  023. 

■.  i 


